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GRAHAM SCROGGIE: EVALUATION BY RALPH TURNBULL

Four periods of that rich and full life are noted:

as a Bible student and teacher; 

as an evangelical preacher;

as a Keswick speaker on the deepening of the spiritual life; 

as an interpreter and author.

As a Bible Student and Teacher

Graham Scroggie excelled in this above all else. From the years at Spurgeon's College with its instruction in the Reformed and Calvinis​tic background and with the shadow of Charles H. Spurgeon over him, he showed promise of a biblical and evangelical ministry. He toiled with unmistakable zeal and invested the hours to this one end. The knowledge of the English Bible demanded the sweat of the mind as well as the devotion of the heart. The morning hours and beyond were spent in assiduous study, which brought knowledge and spiritual influence.

During this period he shared with others by inaugurating the "Bible Correspondence Course," which covered the whole Bible in four years of study. The basis was reading followed by study and answering questions monthly, and then examination. In Edinburgh a Thursday night school of Bible study (not the usual midweek service of most churches) in which courses of lectures were given to a wider public was held year after year. A smaller group of students shared in the Christian service class once a week for six months in the year. In addition to the professors and teachers who came to lecture in theology and missions, young people had the benefit of Dr. Scroggie's wise counsel and practical guidance in preparing and giving addresses. And with the help of his large and excellent library, supplementary studies were shared with a select few.

As an Evangelical Preacher

Reading selections of sermons and other messages will indicate how gracious and concerned Scroggie was for those who listened to his preaching. During his pastorates he was limited by health and physical factors. He did not engage in regular pastoral visitation, but he believed that through the gifts given to him he could bring to others, through preaching, a therapeutic ministry. The sermon also became an agency of conversion.

Beyond the regular pastorates, there were special services con​ducted by him in conferences, missions, and city-wide campaigns. In these he gave himself unstintingly from time to time, not only in Great Britain, but also in Canada and in the United States. Rarely did he make an appeal at the close of his messages. He believed that the Holy Spirit would apply the message by His sovereign will and grace. As a preacher, he did the work of an evangelist and saw his work to be that of a teaching-evangelism, so that the mind must be informed as the will is moved. He was not unlike Charles H. Spurgeon, who left the impres​sion of a message to the will of God. Rarely was a service "tested" or an appeal made for public confession and response. On rare occasions when it was done, there was a good reason under the prompting of the Holy Spirit.

As a Keswick Speaker on the Deepening of the Spiritual Life

Basic to any outer life is the inner life. Here Dr. Scroggie had experienced the grace of God in conversion and in the lordship of Christ. His personal life was brought under the Scrutiny of the Word of God for interpretation and growth. Among the movements of his day for a stronger faith, a deeper spiritual life, and a commitment to the will of God was that of "Keswick." In July of each year, an eight-day convention is held at the little town of Keswick in the lake district in the northwest area of England. Church people and others of all back​grounds and nationalities gather in a sense of need and with a desire to receive from God a fuller awareness of the Holy Spirit's presence and power. To Dr. Scroggie the message lay in the lordship of Christ, whose will and sovereignty enriches the soul. Holiness is thus whole​ness and balance: an involvement in the world's need and missionary service through God's gifts that are ours in Christ.

Each day of the week at Keswick develops an emphasis that is progressive, showing the believer that sin need not defeat him; that confession brings cleansing; and that the Holy Spirit fills and brings Christ as Lord of all life, equipping the Christian for service. Beside the many messages of inspiration and exhortation, one hour each morning is devoted to Bible reading. This is based either on a book of the Bible, a doctrine, a study of our Lord's life and teaching, a Pauline doctrine, or the Apostles' Creed with its truths of the Christian faith. Exegesis and exposition are given as a basis of knowledge to temper emotional experience. To Dr. Scroggie belongs the distinction of having deliv​ered these Bible readings on twelve occasions, more often than any other teacher during the history of the convention. Given in other ways to his own congregations, these messages have been preserved in the annual Keswick Week, which reports the annual gatherings. These are sometimes compiled in books published later.

As an Interpreter and Author

The spoken word of Scroggie stirs and is recalled by those who were privileged to hear. Providentially far those of a new generation many of his writings are still available. Among the incredible work accom​plished are the following:

Correspondence Course of the Bible, a four-year course, far thousands who enrolled to study and be examined.

Charlotte Chapel Record, a monthly, of which for seventeen years Dr. Scroggie served as editor and was the major contributor. 

Scripture Union Notes, a monthly, for which more than six years Dr. Scroggie wrote the daily reading, meditation, and notes, for thousands of readers.

The Sunday School Times, a weekly, in which for years Dr. Scrog​gie produced the exegesis, exposition, and outlines for the Inter​national Sunday School Lessons.

In addition, he prepared two sermons for his congregation on Sun​day, the Thursday night Bible study lectures, and other addresses. 

The bibliography at the end indicates something of his fertile mind and ready pen and traces the years of his growth and sharing with others through the wider ministry of the printed page.

Like John Bunyan’s "Interpreter's House" in Pilgrim's Progress, Dr. Scroggie had a similar secret and knew the reason for that monu​mental picture of the "Interpreter" seen in Bunyan's imagination.

Although not a college or university graduate in the arts and sciences of his day, he had culture by the breadth of his reading, his diligent application to study, and his acute grasp of literature. All of this was correlated in his study at home, where his rich and rare library of theological and other works indicated the discriminating mind and the insight to select the best tools for his work. The Bible was always at the center, but the riches of his library paid its dividend to make him a man of one book!

His extant writings reveal a concise and economical style. He ex​pressed his thoughts in brief sentences, clear in metaphor and allusion. Unlike many, his spoken word comes through with stabbing effect when read in print, a rare accomplishment.

When the University of Edinburgh gave him the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1927, the eulogy of the Dean W. P. Paterson stressed that Dr. Scroggie's writings united lucidity and grace of ex​pression as well as of spiritual power. Professor Hugh 12. Mackintosh intimated that this honor was more than deserved and that the officials shared in a generous spirit behind the act. In expressing appreciation, Dr. Scroggie said that whatever the grounds an which the honor was granted, he thought then that he had with some measure of success during the past twenty-five years taught and interpreted the English Bible. There he revealed his deep-seated convictions: "First . . . we cannot possibly over-estimate the importance and power of the Chris​tian pulpit; it [is] a throne, and a throne of grace, and there [is] no greater calling than the Christian ministry. Second . . . to accomplish . . . such a task, the preacher must know his Bible better than any other book. We could find equipment in other quarters, but first and last we must draw our inspiration from a hearing of the voice of Almighty God, and a growing understanding of the needs of those we would help."

These impressions indicate that in the pulpit he stood as a messenger of God, not simply the preacher. The early spiritual crisis shaped his spirit and molded his ministry. In sermon and lecture there is the blending of his unique gifts. Here is the Bible expositor, the logician, the man who knows the world in which he lives, and the irresistible evangelist. Moments of subtle humor seep through on occasion, but, generally, preaching and teaching to him was serious business. Like Bunyan, "gravity" became the messenger of God.

As a speaker, Dr. Scroggie was blessed with a clear voice. He stood tall and almost unmoving in the pulpit. The intensity and concentration of speech and spirit manifested a divine presence with him and his congregation in worship. As he claimed himself, his preparation of sermon and lecture was determined by the individuality of the mind. His mind was enlightened with the knowledge of the living, exalted Christ. Reading and writing with his own hand gave him simple, clear utterance. Never a slave to any one method of delivery, the manuscript was there, but differing occasions led him to vary the delivery by full notes.

A reasoned faith was his, and this he presented as only a superb teacher could. An appeal also was there in the fervency of the moment that guided the end of the exposition, which, to him, was the beginning of action. "Do it deliberately, intelligently . . ." was a word at the climax not unlike Jonathan Edwards saying, "Press in to the Kingdom. . . ." Heart and will were one with the intellect.

This "Treasury" is one way to introduce students, pastors, and Bible readers to a sure guide whose steps they do well to follow with confidence. The harvest of the years is cumulative. The large and more extensive volumes now in print include The Book of Psalms (4 vols.); Know Your Bible (2 vols. in one); The Unfolding Drama of Redemption (3 vols.); and A Guide to the Gospels. These were built upon a lifetime of study and writing. The Treasury contains items that are not found in the major books. The compiler and editor has endeavored to choose from out-of-print material. Much of this comes from the Charlotte Chapel Record of Scroggie's ministry in Edinburgh. Other sources include notes and rare items of a personal and private nature.
� Ralph G. Turnbull, A Treasury of W. Graham Scroggie (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1974, Pickering and Inglis, London, 1975), pp. 10-14.





